
NICARAGUAN WATER PROJECTS -

SOME USEFUL WORDS


abono - fertilizer, compost

alambre - wire  

Alambre de púa - barbed wire

el albañil - bricklayer, mason 

alicates - pliers

arena - sand

asesoría tecnica - technical 

assistance

balde - bucket

baríl - barrel

bloque - concrete block

bejuquero - diviner, water 

dowser

bolsa - bag

bomba de mecate - rope pump

bomba submergible -            submersible pump

bomba tipo Dempster – American

style
hand pump

brigada - brigade, work group
brocal - curb of a well

camioneta - truck

casco - hard hat

cemento - cement

cercas vivas - fences using live posts

clavo - nail

cocinera - the cook

colar – to sift (e.g. sand)

comarca - township
combustible -  fuel

comunidad - community

comunicaciones  - communications

correo - postal service, mail

cortar - to cut

cuarto de manzana - unit of area

(1/4 of .7 acres)

cuchillo - knife

desarrollo - development

en marcha - in progress

fuente de agua, ojo de agua – 


spring

gasto - expense

herramienta - tool
hierro - iron (rebar)

hospedaje - lodging

pluma - pen

lapiz - pencil

lavandero - community laundry facility

letrina - latrine

llanta - tire

llanta punchada - flat tire


manguera - hose

martillo - hammer

mata - seedling

mecate - rope

mezcla - mortar mix

ocote - a small sweet fruit 

pala - shovel

pegar - to stick (used for

masonry), to take root (for reforestation)

piedra - rock

piedra bolon - big round river 

rocks; used in building foundations

piocha - pickaxe

pila - storage tank, reservoir or small battery, like flashlight battery

plancha - floor part for latrine

or serving plate (in a restaurant, hot meat is served a la plancha)   

pochote - valuable hardwood tree

pozo - well

puesto de agua or puesto público - water spigot serving several homes

puesto de salud - a small health clinic

quintal - 100 pounds

regadero -  watering can

repuesto - repair

respuesta - response

semilla - seed

seranda – screen (for sifting 

sand)

serrucha - saw

servicio de energia  - electrical

service

sumidero - septic tank

taller - workshop

tisa - chalk

tubería - pipe (usually PVC pipe)

vara - Old Spanish measure widely used in Nicaragua, 30 inches

viveros – seedling nursery

zinc - roofing tin

